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Dear Mr. Hall,

More than a decade ago, the 
Aeroflex Corporation (AFC), a mem-
ber of the Eastern Polymer Group of 
Companies headquartered in 
Bangkok, Thailand,  searched for a 
site to establish a manufacturing and 
distribution Company to produce, sell 
and distribute its high-quality elasto-
meric insulation products throughout 
the U.S., Canada, Mexico and the 
Caribbean. After a careful search 
Sweetwater and Monroe County were 
selected as the location for Aeroflex 
USA (AUS).

Many criteria were involved in mak-
ing this decision. The availability of 
land and facilities, a capable work-
force,  easy access to the interstate 
highway system and hence to the 
ocean ports and transportation facili-
ties necessary to meet the needs of a 
company such as AUS that serves 
markets throughout North America 
were primary concerns that were met 

by Sweetwater and Monroe County. 
The local governments are dedicated 
to the continued economic and social 
development of the areas they serve, 
they have been very supportive of our 
efforts to expand our operations over 
the years, utilities and public services 
are excellent, and taxes and fees 
have proven to be very reasonable.

The sincerity of our satisfaction with 
our decision to locate AUS in 
Sweetwater and Monroe County can 
be clearly seen in the decision of the 
Eastern Polymer Group to launch the 
North American  operations of anoth-
er of its member companies (Aeroklas 
Corporation, a world-wide manufac-
turer of accessories for the auto indus-
try) here as well. This new company, 
Aeroklas USA, is in its development 
stage as this letter is written but we 
expect considerable growth and 
expansion over the next few years 
and we expect that development to 
be centered here in Sweetwater and 
Monroe County. We look forward to 

a long and mutually beneficial rela-
tionship with these communities as 
both we and they continue to grow 
and develop.

 
Best Regard,

Jerry Sentell
President, Aeroflex USA

 Monroe County Business Testimonials

Dear Mr. Hall,

Volunteer Metal Finishing is very grate-
ful to Monroe County Economic 
Development and other leaders in the 
community such as Fort Loudoun Electric 
Co-Op and Tellico Area Services System 
for their continuous help and support in 
providing us opportunity to grow our 
business in the Niles Ferry Industrial 
Park.  Monroe County is an ideal place 
for many types of industry.  Easy access 
to interstate roadways, waterways, and 
railways make it a prime location.  We 
feel very fortunate to be able to locate 
here.  Monroe County Economic 
Development has been extremely helpful 
with information and assistance in 
obtaining various grants that help small 
businesses become established in 
Monroe County as viable and stable 
employers.  

Monroe County’s dedication to envi-
ronmental conservation and education is 
evident in the industrial community and 
area.  The beauty of Monroe County is 
a topic of discussion with all of our cus-
tomers who have the opportunity to visit 

the area.  We find it beneficial to us as 
well as other local businesses to encour-
age them to see the wonderful locations 
in and around Niles Ferry Industrial Park 
as well as other industrial parks in the 
county.  Volunteer Metal Finishing’s 
experience with the local workforce has 
been exceptional and we have found a 
true spirit of community in Monroe 
County.  We give a great deal of credit 
for that experience to the county govern-
ment and other supports.  

We at Volunteer Metal Finishing hope 

to continue our successful relationship 
with the people of Monroe County, 
Monroe County government, and the 
City of Vonore and Monroe County 
Economic Development for a very long 
time. We hope that we can help to grow 
the community in the same way it has 
helped us grow our business. We look 
forward to the continued partnership.

 
Sincerely,

Bo and Trena Conner
Owners, Volunteer Metal Finishing






